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Association News
Highlights from 2007 November Brunch

The RIDHA Dental Team Brunch meeting was held on November 18, 2007at the Radisson Airport Hotel. The program featured an outstanding presentation by Dr. Robert Bouffard, who spoke on periodontal-orthodontic treatment relationships. 
The event also included presentation of the Hygienist of the Year Award to Mary Anne Barry for her many contributions to the association, most notably her tireless efforts in serving as Continuing Education Chair for the past nine years. The Rhode Island Dental Hygienists’ Association congratulates Mary Anne for her dedication to our membership and the dental hygiene profession.
Charitable Donations Made
Each year RIDHA contributes to various organizations in need. To kick off the season of giving in December of 2007, Executive Council members chose to donate $100 to each of the following charities:  Smile Train - an agency dedicated to funding cleft lip and cleft palate surgery; Caring Bridge - a foundation developed to assist the family of Laurel Fontaine, a pediatric stroke victim; St. Joseph Pediatric Dental Center; and The Rhode Island Community Food Bank.
Membership News
Renewal Reminder
If you are on the winter billing cycle, you should have received a renewal notice from ADHA in early December reminding you to pay your annual dues by the end of the year.  Anyone who is on the winter billing cycle who has not sent in 2008 dues should do so as soon as possible to avoid being dropped from the membership roster.  Membership in your professional association has its privileges, so don’t delay!  And, renewing your ADHA membership has never been easier.  Use ADHA’s www.adha.org membership link to quickly renew online.  Don’t risk any interruption to your connection to your profession.  To prevent any lapse in your ADHA/RIDHA publications, notify ADHA of any address change as soon as possible. 

Announcements                                                                                                                                    

Executive Council Meetings Planned

The next meetings of the RIDHA executive council will be held on February 5th and March 4th.  All meetings are held at the Elmhurst Extended Care Facility located at 50 Maude Street in Providence.  The meetings begin promptly at 7:30 pm and all members are welcome to attend. As RIDHA members your presence is valued so feel free to come share your ideas and feedback with us!

In Memory of Frances Wurtz, RDH, PhD
Frances Wurtz, 87, passed away at Grand View Nursing Center on November 7, 2007. Fran was a beloved member of the dental hygiene profession who touched many of our lives. She was most known for developing and directing the Dental Hygiene program at Bristol Community College. Fran was also a faculty member at Forsyth School of Dental Hygiene, and worked many years in private practice. Fran participated in several community organizations. She was also a former member of the Rhode Island Board of Examiners in Dentistry and an active member of RIDHA, serving as President 1956-1957. An online guestbook is available at www.bellowsfh.com for those wishing to share fond memories. 
Historian Needed
The position of RIDHA Historian is currently open. Candidates should have experience with digital photography as well as good organizational skills. Duties include taking photographs at RIDHA events and maintaining archived photos, publications, and files. If interested email President Celia Willis at celiamwillis@cox.net.
Register for Email Announcements
Are you feeling isolated? Stay in the loop by visiting the Rhode Island Dental Hygienists’ Association website for up to date information. Just go to: www.ridha.org and complete the online feedback form to receive email announcements and reminders regarding:

· Continuing Education

· Volunteer opportunities

· Dental legislation

· Membership

· News and events

· Job openings
                             Break out of the isolation, visit www.ridha.org today!
Announcements (Cont’d)

Dental Hygiene Social Planned for February 10th

Attention members, students, and new graduates: The RIDHA Executive Council cordially invites you to attend a social event. Come join us for an afternoon of networking, appetizers and fun!
When:   Sunday, February 10, 2008

              2:00-4:00 pm
Where:  Asia Grille, Lincoln Mall
              George Washington Highway, Lincoln, RI

RSVP:    Celia Willis (celiamwillis@cox.net) or Marie Jones-Bridges (enflosser@cox.net) by Feb. 1st.
Continuing Education News

2008 Spring CE Schedule Now Available
Please refer to the spring continuing education flyer enclosed in this issue. RIDHA has several fun and informative events planned for 2008, including a Spring Options Seminar on March 15th.  This program will include two different courses. Be sure to specify if you will be attending the morning, afternoon, or full day when registering. 

Volunteer News

Hygienists Needed for Children’s Dental Health Month Activities 
February is Children’s Dental Health Month and RIDHA is once again kicking off the festivities at the Providence Children’s Museum.  This year’s event will take place on Sunday February 3rd from 12:00-3:00 (a two hour commitment is required).  Come join the fun in teaching youngsters and their parents the importance of good oral hygiene.  Contact Karla Masiello (401) 333-2934 for more information. 
Legislative News
Lobby Day Set for March 19th
The Rhode Island Dental Hygienists’ Association will hold its annual lobby day at the State House on Wednesday, March 19, 2008 from 3:00-6:00 pm. Hygienists are encouraged participate in this opportunity to meet with legislators to discuss important pending bills that could affect the practice and scope of dental hygiene. RIDHA will provide toothbrushes, floss, and oral health literature for distribution. For more information contact Marie Jones-Bridges (enflosser@cox.net).
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Next Meeting:





Spring Options Seminar


Saturday


March 15, 2008





A.M. Session:


Perio-Systemic Connection / Referral Guidelines





P.M. Session:


Sedation & Hospital Dentistry for Pediatric Patients





Mariott Courtyard Hotel


Providence, RI


 


Members: 


$30 per session or $60 full day





Non-Members:


$65 per session or


$90 full day





INSIDE:


Spring 2008 CE Calendar
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