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Association News

RIDHA Elects Officers at 63rd Annual Meeting
The Rhode Island Dental Hygienists’ Association held its 63rd Annual Meeting and Installation Luncheon on Saturday, September 20, 2008 at the Quonset O. Club.  Members elected 2008-2009 officers: Daiphin Bober, President, Mary Ellen Simas, Vice President, Alison Barker, Secretary, Lori Freeman, Treasurer, Karla Masiello and Robin Williams, Trustees.  Installation was conducted by outgoing Trustee Melissa Sullivan.  

The event also included a continuing education program entitled “Straight Talk:  Hygienists’ Role in Orthodontic Screening” presented by Dr. Nicholas Barone and Pam Nelson. This year’s scholarship award was presented to CCRI Dental Hygiene graduate Aubrey Mazza, and the RIDHA Presidential Membership Award to Alison Barker. Several 2008 CCRI Dental Hygiene graduates were also introduced and welcomed to the dental hygiene profession.
October is National Dental Hygiene Month

Each year the American Dental Hygienists’ Association designates the month of October as National Dental Hygiene Month concentrating on a specific dental hygiene-related issue.  As a continuation the four year theme “A Healthy Smile Lasts a Lifetime”, ADHA’s focus this year is on optimum oral health of the entire family; from infants to seniors. NDHM resources and fact sheets can be downloaded from the ADHA website (www.adha.org). For any questions related to National Dental Hygiene Month, fee free to contact ADHA at 312-440-8900 or at communications@adha.net.

Membership News
Notice to 2008 Graduates
If you are a new graduate and have not yet converted your SADHA membership to active RIDHA status it’s not too late to do so.  Simply call ADHA with your Rhode Island license number or visit the ADHA website and follow the conversion instructions. This is the last publication you will receive unless you convert to active status; so be sure to update your membership as soon as possible to continue to enjoy the benefits of participating in your professional association.
Call for Volunteers
Hygienists Needed to Help With Child Identification Program
The Rhode Island Dental Hygienists’ Association has collaborated with the Rhode Island Freemasons Child Identification Program (CHIP). Volunteer hygienists assist by taking “tooth-print” bite registrations to be included
in child identification kits.  Volunteers are needed for the following upcoming fall CHIP events (contact Mary Ann Barry if interested 401-821-2373):
	Sat Oct 25
	4:00 pm
	PTA event Child ID (4588 Flat River Road, Coventry, RI)

	Sun Oct 26
	1:00 pm
	Costume Ball Fundraiser (Cold Spring Community Center, 30 Beach Street, North Kingstown RI)

	Sat Nov 15
	10:00 am
	Coventry Community Days (Coventry Community Center, 1277 Main St., Coventry, RI)


Hygienists Needed for Children’s Dental Health Month Activities 
February is Children’s Dental Health Month and RIDHA is once again kicking off the festivities at the Providence Children’s Museum.  This year’s event will take place on Sunday February 1st from 12:00-3:00 (a two hour commitment is required).  Come join the fun in teaching youngsters and their parents the importance of good oral hygiene.  Contact Karla Masiello (401) 333-2934 for more information. 

Legislative News
Preserving Our Profession
At the October RIDHA continuing education program it was announced by guest speaker and Vermont DHA Legislative Chair Diane Peterson, that Vermont’s dental board recently granted licensure to an Alabama preceptorship trained dental hygienist. This individual did not graduate from an accredited dental hygiene program, or taken regional or national boards. How did this occur? Within Vermont’s rules and regulations was a clause that allowed for an individual’s experience to supersede educational requirements. The board has reconsidered its decision after much discussion and hopefully will be able to rectify the granting of such licensure. So what does that mean for us in Rhode Island, if this hygienist is allowed to practice hygiene in Vermont? Could she then apply for licensure in our state through reciprocity? The American Dental Hygienists’ Association does not approve of preceptorship training and has developed a task force to assist state associations in monitoring legislation and changes to rules and regulations that could impact our scope of practice and ultimately the consumers that we serve. Rhode Island Hygienists are strongly encouraged to take a stand on this issue to help preserve current RDH credentials. For more information regarding preceptorship and what ADHA is doing to fight it, visit www.adha.org and click on professional issues.

Announcements
Executive Council Meetings Planned

The next meetings of the RIDHA Executive Council will be held on November 11th and December 9th at the Elmhurst Extended Care Facility located at 50 Maude Street in Providence.  All meetings start promptly at 7:00 pm and all members are welcome to attend.

Register for RIDHA List Serve

Are you feeling isolated? Stay in the loop by visiting the Rhode Island Dental Hygienists’ Association website for up to date information. Just go to: www.ridha.org and complete the online feedback form to receive email announcements and reminders regarding:

· Continuing Education

· Volunteer opportunities

· Dental legislation

· Membership

· News and events

· Job openings
                             Break out of the isolation, visit www.ridha.org today!


Save the Dates!

November 16, 2008 – Dental Team Brunch Meeting “Oral Conditions Associated with Systemic Disease” 
(Radisson Hotel)

Feburary 1, 2009– Children’s Dental Health Month Volunteer Event 
(Providence Children’s Museum)

March 14, 2009 – Hands-on: “Use of Pro Select Platinum Scaler” and “Oral Cancer Screening and Detection”
(Marriott Courtyard – Lincoln, RI)
Your Vote Counts
Don’t forget to complete and mail the enclosed ballot for this year’s RIDHA Hygienist of the Year Award. All members are eligible to vote so cast yours today! The winner will be honored at the November brunch meeting.
Moving???
Be sure to update your mailing address with ADHA member services (call 1-800-243-2343; or email memberservices@adha.net) to avoid any interruption in receiving publications!

RIDHA

P.O. Box 41018

Providence, RI  02940







Next Meetings:





Dental Team Brunch 


November 16, 2008


Oral Conditions Associated with Systemic Disease


Presented by:


Shannon Nanne, RDH


Radisson Airport Hotel


Warwick, RI 


Members: $40


Non-Members: $80





Spring Seminar 


March 14, 2009


Hands-On: Use of the Pro Select Platinum Scaler


Lecture: Oral Cancer Screening and Detection


Presented by: Darlene Slocum, RDH & Herb Bader, DDS


Mariott Courtyard


Lincoln, RI


Members: $70


Non-members: $160


See website for details.
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